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At the Washington Ideas Forum—presented by The Atlantic, the Institute, and the Newseum in October—Mayor Bloomberg talked to FOX’s Chris Wallace about how to enforce immigration, acknowledge undocumented workers who support the US economy, and still maintain border control. 
America’s Mayor
Michael Bloomberg discusses immigration reform and why he won’t run for president
Wallace: Isn’t the political reality that we are going to have to find some way to secure the borders before Congress will ever pass a comprehensive [immigration] plan?

Bloomberg: You will never secure the borders unless you reduce the demand for undocumented workers. And you will never be able to withstand the economic hit of that until you figure out how to give visas to the people we really need. …

We have an enormous number of people who need jobs. We have an enormous number of jobs available. You can’t get them together because the skill sets don’t match. So you will never keep business going unless you get people with greater skills coming into this country.

This is not rocket science. … We are committing national suicide with our immigration policy. Social Security is going to go bankrupt six years earlier if we deport all of the 11 million undocumented. The dirty little secret here is that most of the undocumented who work, pay taxes and pay Social Security. But, of course, they don’t get any benefits because there’s no place to send the checks to. …

You have to do something about getting control of our borders and bringing in the people we need. You can’t get control of your borders no matter how many troops you send to the border. You have to reduce the demand. Reducing the demand means fewer people trying to cross the borders illegally. … If you had biometrics on your Social Security

card, then the employer would have no excuse. You could enforce the law. If you enforce the law, the employer doesn’t

hire undocumented. Fewer people would come into this country; then the  troops can get control of the border. But border control is one-third of the problem. Getting the best and the brightest from around the world is another thing that is just as important. If we don’t do that right now, we are never going to get back these industries we are now losing overseas. The third thing is dealing with the 11 million undocumented workers. Why? People who are undocumented come here to work. America is a terrible place to come if what you want to do is put your feet up, get together, hold hands, and sing “Kumbaya.” We are a competitive society. You’ve got to work if you come here.

And so the people who come here are young. They tend not to bring their kids, so they don’t use the school system. They

are young, so they don’t use the hospitals, because most of our care is at the end of life. They pay taxes because their

employers don’t want to go to jail. They have a very low crime rate because the last thing they want to do is get involved

with the INS. And they take jobs that nobody else will take. Other than that, what is wrong with undocumented?


Wallace: Why won’t you run for president?

Bloomberg: Can’t win. Mayors never go on to other jobs—better jobs or higher jobs. But there is no better job in government than being a mayor. Mayors have to make decisions. Legislators and typically people who would become governors or presidents, senators, congressmen, they work their way up through the party system, and they are always on the legislative side. And the legislative side lets you vote for the war but not to fund it. It lets you be

pro-choice but not for women. One of the arts of getting elected and moving up the ladder is to let everybody hear what they want to hear. …

Mayors never go on to anything else because they have to be explicit; they have to make decisions. You can follow

and find out where they really stand. And, every time you make a decision, you alienate those who are against it. 
